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1. Introduzione

In this guide we propose, as an example, the design of a simple supervision application with OPC Client support;

this example is a little step towards the design of more complex SCADA applications, but it can be useful for
anybody who approaches for the first time to a SCADA, and in particular to Winlog Pro software, to quickly
understand how to communicate with external devices

OPC (OLE for Process Control) is an industry standard created in collaboration with a number of worldwide leading
automation hardware and software manufacturers. OPC allows software components such as software connectors to

be combined and enables these components to intercommunicate with no need of special adaptions.

Winlog Pro OPC Client driver support data access (DA) to OPC servers DA 1.0 and 2.0; It can connect to local
OPC servers through COM object or to remote OPC servers (in the local network) trough DCOM object. In case of

remote server, you must ensure that DCOM is properly configured.

DCOMCNEFG is a Windows tool that allows users to configure the DCOM settings.Before you can access a COM
component via DCOM, you must provide the authentication credentials of a user who has been granted permission

to access/launch the component.
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DA OPC Server is organized in a structure of groups and items that are directly connected to device or PLC internal

variables, so the problem of communication protocol with them is solved by the specific OPC server.

OPC Client communicates with OPC servers always in the same mode without need to know the specific device or

PLC communication protocol.

The first thing to do is to install the OPC server on the computer, and configure it defining communication
parameters and items (devices read or write variables); Item full name (usually compound by
DeviceName+GroupName+Itemld) does not be more than 80 chars.

After that open ProjectManager and create a new project, then select ProjectManager->Configuration->Channel and

choose OPC Client protocol and configure it by selecting the computer and OPC server name to connect to
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In our example we will use an OPC Server simulator installed in the same Winlog Pro computer; in particular we
used DSXP OPC Simulator Verl.2 by DET Informatica sas, that can be freely downloaded from the website
http://www.dsxp.com and can be freely redistributed. This software can simulate variables trends in an easy way.
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OPC Server simulator

Every time you design a new application, it is necessary to know, for each external device, the communication
protocol, the address and the list of variables that you want read or write.

We suppose to have to communicate, using an OPC Modbus server, with two devices (Test Device#1 e Test
Device#2) whose address are 1 and 2; for each device we will simulate 3 numeric variables (Temp, Sp e Out) and 1

digital variable (Alarm).

We set OPC server simulator to provide these variables as it obtain them, using a Modbus protocol, from two field
devices; you can operate in a similar way for each different protocol.
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OPC Server simulator configuration
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2. Creating the project

To create a new supervision project, it is necessary to use Project Manager, the Winlog Pro integrated
development environment that provides different tools (Gate Builder, Template Builder, Code Builder).

Run Project Manager selecting own icon from Start menu.

Select New from Project menu and insert the project name (for example Test).
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% Spinning maching - Impianta di Filatura [Demao)

New Project x|

Mame
ITesﬂ

Ok I Cancel

Project creation

In this way you create a tree structure with all supervision project elements.
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3. Communication channel configuration
From elements in Configuration folder select Channels.

Define the logic channel 1 to communicate OPC Client support.
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Press button Options.

OPC Client Ver. 1.01

Server node I

OFC Server IDSKPDpcSimuIatDI.TS:-:DpcSimuIator.1

[

Vendor Info: DET DS=P Opc Simulator
Version : 30219
DA Version : D& 2 OPC Server

Server state ! [unring
Start time:  26/05/2006 10.47.39

% Read fram DEVICE

~ Read from CACHE Cancel |

Protocol configuration

Choose the Server node that is the network node on which the OPC server is installed (for example the local
computer) and choose the OPC Server between the available ones on the node.
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select OPC Server node x|

oy Rete di Microsoft Windows

OPC Server network node choice

Select OPC Server

B¢ This computer

Ix

Ok |
Cancel |

OPC Server choice

It is also necessary to choose whether to read data directly from devices (Read from DEVICE) or OPC Server
cache memory (Read from CACHE)
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4. Devices declaration

From elements in Configuration folder select Devices.

Insert Test Device#l and Test Device#2, respectively at address 1 and 2 on logic channel 1 previously set.

~ioix

File Edit Wiews Project Tools Help

B-BE8BBE-| 0|y v o i

2 Ceramics Kiln - Formo per ceramiche [Dema) || Z] Options Channels Devices
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(] Cancel Help

Devices declaration
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5. Creating variables database

Now we can insert the devices variables in gates database

In this example we only consider numeric and digital variables (gates).

Numeric gates include all those variables that refer to an analog quantity (for example measured variables, set-
points, alarm threshold ..) and can be expressed by a byte, a word, a double word, an integer or by a floating-point
variable.

Digital gates include all those variables that refer to digital status (for example an alarm conditions, a configuration
option, ...) and can be expressed by a single bit.

Sometimes more digital conditions can be gathered in a single numeric variable, but this case will not be explained
in this example.

To edit the variables database, you need to run Gate Builder

From Project Manager, select Gates folder and double-click on each of icons (Numeric, Digital,...).
il
File Edit %iew Project Tools Help
B-83388E- 3| v 0wy
= Ceramics Kiln - Forno per ceramiche [Drema) % Murneric: Digital Compound
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Variables database creation

Suppose you need to read the following variables (to adapt this example to a real case it is enough to modify the
gates details below).

Name Channel | Device | OPC address* | Variabile type Gate Type | Unit | Description

TEMP 1 1 Devicel.3005 | Signed Word Numeric |°C Temperature - Measure
SP 1 1 Devicel.3010 | Signed Word Numeric | °C Temperature - Setpoint
OuT 1 1 Devicel.3015 | Unsigned Word | Numeric | % Control Output - Value
ALARM |1 1 Devicel.1012 | Bit Digital Internal alarm status
TEMP 1 2 Device2.3005 | Signed Word Numeric | °C Temperature - Measure
SP 1 2 Device2.3010 | Signed Word Numeric | °C Temperature - Setpoint
OuT 1 2 Device2.3015 | Unsigned Word | Numeric | % Control Output - Value
ALARM |1 2 Device2.1012 | Bit Digital Internal alarm status

* OPC address can be already defined in the OPC Server or user defined; it must be no longer than 80 characters (please read the protocol guide
in Project Manager Help).
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5.1 Numeric variables configuration

Repeat numeric gates configuration for both devices, having care to change device number (Device) and N ID.

Numeric variable TEMP configuration

General | Sampling | YWalue | Tolerance |

ITemp j Gate 1D ¥ Record on DB
[~ ‘Writing enahled

|1 j NID

Cescripgtion

ITemperature - P - Measured value - Test Device#]

ACCESS groups

(0]3 Cancel Help

TEMP numeric variable configuration — General folder

Numerical gates

General Sampling |\r’alue | Tulerancel

I1 'I Channel —> Protocol ;. OPC Client

|Device1 3005 - | @| Address
INWEWS 'I Sample j Read block
|'| Sample freq. [Sec]

Cancel Help

TEMP numeric variable configuration — Sampling folder

Click on button J and choose the variable among the ones available on the OPC Server

2 OPC Client Ver. 1.01--> Select Item _ Ol =l

OPC node :
OPC Server: DSxPOpcSimulator.TSx0pcSimulatar. 1
Vendor Info: DET DS=P Opc Simulator

Fath [Branches] Items [Leafs)
5 Devicel 1012

[ Device?
E-[_] Simulation ltems

Selected item : Devicel 3005

ak. | Cancel |

TEMP numeric variable configuration — variable choice from OPC Server
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Mumerical gates

GenerallSampIing Yalua |TOIerance|

—Conversion factot
Min. walue
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e, walue

IIJ
IIJ
ID Startvalue
I‘I

Engineering wal. 1
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Decimal digits

1

Engineering wal. 2
‘C - Measure

“ariahle type

i

k Cancel Help

TEMP numeric variable configuration — Value folder

Numeric variable SP configuration

Mumerical gates

General |Samp|ing | Walue | Tulerancel

ISP j Gate ID v Fecard on DB
¥ “writing enabled

|1 j NID

Cescription

ITemperature - 5P- Setpoint value - Test Dewvicedl

ACCESS Qroups

|| Choose... |

(0]3 I Cancel Help

SP numeric variable configuration — General folder

Numerical gates

General Sampling |\r’alue | Tulerancel

I1 'I Channel —> Protocol ;. OPC Client

[Device1 3010 - | @| Address
INWEWS 'I Sample j Read block
|'| Sample freq. [Sec]

Cancel Help

SP numeric variable configuration — Sampling folder
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Mumerical gates

Generall Sampling value |TOIeranc:e|

—Conwversion factot
Min. walue

heasured val. 1

Engineering val. 1
Star value

tMeasured val. &

B
I Maxvelue
S
e

Decimal digits

LIl

Engineering val. 2
c | hieasure

“ariakle type

]

k. Cancel Help

SP numeric variable configuration — Value folder

Numeric variable OUT configuration

Mumerical gates

General | Sampling | YWalue | Tolerance |

IOut j Gate ID ¥ Record on DB
[~ ‘Writing enahled

fi <] N

Cescripgtion

ICDntruI Cutput - OF -Yalue - Test Device#1

ACCESS groups

|| Choosge.. |

(0]3 I Cancel Help

OUT numeric variable configuration — General folder
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Numerical gates

General Sampling |\r’alue | Tulerancel

I1 'I Channel —> Protocol ;. OPC Client

IDevic:e1.3015

IAIways 'I Sample
I'I Sample freq. [Sec]

j_lgl Address

~| Readblock

Cancel Help

OUT numeric variable configuration —Sampling folder

Mumerical gates

Generall Sampling value |TOIeranc:e|

Min. walue

Start walue

—
I Maxvelue
S
e

Decimal digits

EeS - Measure

IU_WORD 'l “ariakle type

—Conwversion factot

heasured val. 1

Engineering val. 1

tMeasured val. &

LIl

Engineering val. 2

]

k. Cancel Help

OUT numeric variable configuration — Value folder

End result

After you have defined all numeric variables, you should see the Gate Builder main page similar to the one shown

below.

_ioix

File Edit Wiew Help

# -0 v |4 BB ®|E s
Ch. D e i
{1 1
1 1 Devicel.3010  Temperature - SP- Setpoint value - Test Deviceltl  °C
1 Cut 1 Devicel.3015  Control Output - OF - Value - Test Devicedt x
1 Temp 2 Device2 3005  Temperature - P4 - Measured value - Test Devicef2 *C
1 Sp 2 Device2. 3010 Temperature - SP- Setpoint value - Test Devicelt2  °C
1 Cut 2 Device2. 3015 Control Dutput - OP -%alue - Test Devicel2 E4
i
|N urnerical gates v

Numeric variable database
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5.2 Digital variables configuration

Repeat numeric gates configuration for both devices, having care to change device number (Device) and N ID.

Digital gates

General |Samp|ing | Walue |

|Alarm j Gate |D v Record on DB
[~ “Whiting enshled

f1 = niD

Description

IInternaI Alarm Status - Test Device #1

ACCESS groups

I Choose... |

T Cancel Help

ALARM digital variable configuration — General folder

Digital gates

General Sﬁmp”ngl\falue |

I1 'l Channel—> Protocal: - OPC Client

[Device1 1012 - | ®| Address

IAIways v| Sample j Fead hlock
|1 Sample freq. [Sec]

Cancel Help

ALARM digital variable configuration — Sampling folder

Final result
After you have defined all numeric variables, you should see the Gate Builder main page similar to the one shown

below.

_loix]

File Edit View Help
-0 v | 4 BR® FE

Chatinel | Device | Gate 1D (W 1D Address
] Tl 1 -

1 ;
2 | 1 Blam 2
L]

KN i

|Digita| gates v

Status - Test Device #2

Digital variables database
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5.3 Alarms gates configuration

So we have created numeric and digital gates database; now we will create as example an event/alarm gate for each
device.

These gates are not read from devices but are software generated and their status wil be displayed in runtime as
"event and alarm status" and "event and alarm history”.

Let's create alarm gates with the following conditions.

Name Condition Filter time Message Registration
ion!
Internal_Alarm,1 | Alarm,1 =1 10s Atteptlon. Internal Alarm Test yes
— Device#1
ion!
Internal_Alarm,2 | Alarm,2 =1 10s Atteptlon. Internal Alarm Test yes
— Device#2

Configuration of alarm gate Internal_Alarm

Event gates

General |Cunditi0n| Messagel Class |

IInternaI_AIarm j Gate ID v s Alarm
" Meed Acknoledge

I1 j NID v Fecord on DB

ACCESS graug

!
Choose.. |

Ok [ Cancel | Help

Internal_Alarm ALARM gate configuration — General folder

Event gates

General Condition |Message| Class |

—Condition gate I J
= | Condition
DIG Type |'| Yalue
falarm Gate ID [10 Filter ime [Sec]

|1 MNID
Choose... |

Ok CCancel | Help

Internal_Alarm ALARM gate configuration — Condition folder
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Event gates

Generall Condition Message |Class |

Message

IAtte ntion! - Internal Alarm Test Deviced#l

Type Gate ID MNID
[tern 1 Choose... |
[tern 2 Choose... |
[tern 3 Choose... |
[tern 4 Choose...
[tern 5 Choose...
[tem B Choose... |
ltem 7 Choose...
[termn 8 m

Ok CCancel | Help

Internal_Alarm ALARM gate configuration —Message folder

Final result

After you have defined all numeric variables, you should see the Gate Builder main page similar to the one shown

below.

i x

Gate |0 [NID| Messane | Tvpe|Gate 1D M 1D | Condition | value | Filter time [Sec.]| Class 1| Class 2|1s Alam | Meed A1

File Edit Help

E-EH v | ¥ B B w2 E
1 Internal Alarm 1 Attention! - Internal Alarm Test Device#tl DIG  Alarm
2 im At - [nternal Alarm Test J|G Alarm
< |

b

1

1 1 10 T F

|E went gates

Alarm gates database
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6. Creating a template

Now supervision network has been set; we have defined the logical channel connected to the OPC Client support;
we have linked to this channel two devices using the OPC Server (Test Device#1 e Test Device#2); for both we
have declared sampling variables and alarm/event internal variables.

si ¢ caratterizzato il canale logico al quale ¢ stato associato il supporto OPC Client; su questo canale tramite OPC
Server si sono collegati due dispositivi

Now it is the moment to build a template for the application.

Select Template folder and create a new template, selecting the item New>File from Edit menu. Rename the
just created template using the name Main, do this selecting it and then using Rename item from Edit menu.

-1l

File Edit “iew Project Tools Help

[E HFa3BHFH- G v Coa |
=y Ceramics Kiln - Formo per ceramiche [Dema) ND farne:
3 Spinning machine - Impianto di Filatura [Dema)

ey =
{11 Canfiguration Renam=iRS =

] Gates Name
{1 Code .
7] Recipes IMam
{1 Reports
43 Template 0k I Cancel

] Images

Template creating

Double-clicking on created template, Template Builder start in order to build the graphic page.

6.1 Declaring template variables

First it is necessary to declare which variables we will use in the template; in this example we will use all of them.
Click on button J alongside of the Gates item in the Property Editor (Property Editor is the window on the left
side of the screen that allows to modify template elements properties).

A new windows will appear; press Add gate button, select the first numeric gate and press Ok. Repeat this
operation for each numeric, digital and alarm gate that belongs to the application.
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Z Template Builder - Test o | ] 4
File Edit Help
O = @ Standad | Advanced I
bRB (L (Ao imE@dEBd o @Ho® 0
L0l =T
Tenplt il x|
Froperty I Walue Gate Type Mame Id
Name Main 0 NUM  Temp 1 +| +|
Aocess group 0 12 HHH gp :II
!
Left o 3 NUM  Temp 2 m
Top 1] 4 rLIK Sp 2
: 5 NUM Out 7 Delete gate
width 450 E E¥M  Intemal Alam 1 :
Height 308 7 EWN Internal_Alarm 2 EditGate |
BkCalor 192192192 Otimizza
Gates W . nternal_Alarm,2 J
Open function
Cloze function Ok |
Hidd Fal
i -ipixi
Style Standard
Type Channel Device
EveriAlam [a =] Ja ] _Popew |
Mame | 1D | Dezcription
Internal_Alarmn 1 Attention! - Internal Alarm Test Devicet]
Internal_alam 2 Attention! - Internal Alarm Test Devicett2
OF. Cancel

Template variables declaration

6.2 Inserting a Label object

Firstly build a Frame that will contain all the elements that will be inserted later.

To do this, select Frame object among the ones on the upper bar ( D , it is the first on the left) and click on the

template, a void rectangle will be displayed.

The next step is to insert into the created frame a static label that is a static text; select Label object among the ones

on the upper bar ( A ), then click into the frame. To modify the text displayed into the object, use Property Editor,
click alongside of the property Label and digit TEMPERATURE.

Alongside of just inserted label, position another one to visualise temperature read form the device.

To link the Label to the numeric variable TEMP, click on the button J alongside of the item Gate in Property

Editor and select NUM, Temp, 1 among the available gates.

Modify in addition the property Label inserting $5.01f °C.

Every described object can be formatted and placed as you like using Property Editor.
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Z Template Builder - Test — Ol x|
File Edit Help

O = & Standard I.-’-‘«dvancedl

PREB L TAC e LdEg * o SEH B 7

—oix R B
lgbel ]

Froperty | Yalue

ID 0

Left 105 TEMPERATURE
Top 10

*afidth 56

Height 23

Description

Bk Color 252,209,199

Curzor [default]

T=Colar

Forik "M3 Sans Serf,9,0000

Gate MUM,Temp.1

Label Z50F T

Harizontal align Center

Yertical align Center

Frame Embozzed

O Click

Or Double Click,

Label object inserting

6.3 Inserting an Edit object
Insert another Label, positioning it below TEMPERATURE and modify the text in SETPOINT

A control will be inserted that will allow to modify the value of the SP gate and to send it to the device.
Select Edit ) object from tool bar; and, as done before, link it to NUM, Sp, 1 gate using the Property Editor.

Z Template Builder - Test 10 x|
File Edit Help

O = E Standard |,tl\dvanced|

PRE v [T A®D ek dEmld e @B

RER R
Eat

Froperty | Walue

ID 0

Left 105 TEMPERATURE  |%5.01f T
Top al SETPOINT !ﬁ'_:
*Width 55 = =
Height 21

Description

BkCalar 255,255,255

Cursor [default)

Forik "MS Sans Senf".3.0000

Gate HNUM.Sp.1

Meed apply Ho

Yalidation string

Style Left

Tab num a

Edit object inserting
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6.4 Inserting a Gauge object

Insert another Label, positioning it below SETPOINT and modify the text in OUTPUT.

Insert now a Gauge object ( ) alongside of the previous Label; link it to NUM, Out, 1 gate using the Property
Editor.

In this way the value of the device output power will be displayed in bar format.

Z Template Builder - Test -0 x|

File Edit Help
[ =& B Standard |Advanced|

$RB L[ A@iwEdEE o gEe B

100 | AT < - I0]x
Gauge

Froperty | Value

D i

Left 70 TEMPERATURE %5 0f T
Top i SETPOINT [Edi
Width

95
Height 20 OUTPUT 0%
Dezcription
BkColor 255,255,255
Cursor [default)

Calar

Fant "M5 Sans Serif.9,0000
Gate | |
Mirirnurn +alue ]

b asirurm v alue 100

Label

Style

Segments 1

Space between segmen 0

Direction Horizontal

Frame Plain

Gauge object inserting

6.5 Inserting a Led object

Insert another Label, positioning it below OUTPUT and modify the text in INTERNAL ALARM.

Insert now a Led ( @ ).alongside of the previous Label. To "give animation" to the object it is necessary to specify
which is the condition that make it change colour; modify Led ON conditions property linking led activation
condition to Internal_Alarm,1 (Internal Alarm,1l == true) alarm activation. A red led will be shown in
presence of the alarm, otherwise led will be green.
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Z Template Builder - Test - 10| x|

File Edit Help
O =& & Standard |Advanced|

BB L (T A@E Y wEHEHEEd o BEHOE

L0l AT
Led |

Froperty | Value

D i

Left 145 TEMPERATURE %5 olf T
Top 100 SETPOINT [Ear
Width

17
Height 17 OUTRUT 0%
lsieiolion INTERNAL ALARM
BkCalor 132,192,192
Cursor [default)
Aspetto stato OFF 11
Aspeto st ON 01 =10l x|
Backaround colar 0128128 I Condtion I

Led OM conditions

J VEVN Intermal Alarm. 16,1 Add

Delete |
Edit |

Cancel |

Led object inserting

6.6 Completing template

All variables read from device 1 are now displayed; to display also device 2 variables it is enough to select the
Frame we have created, copy and paste it in the template. Be careful to not paste it in the source frame; to avoid this
mistake click in a free object area of the template before pasting it. Now we have only to modify variables links in
Label, Edit, Gauge and Led objects to obtain a supervision interface for the Test Device #2.

Z Template Builder - Test -0 x|

Filz Edit Help
O = @ Standard |Advanced|

rRBE LN (T A aEdEmg e @do s

R T
Led
Froperty [ Value TEST DEVICE #1 TEST DEVICE #2
ID 0
Left 145 TEMPERATURE |%5.01F°C TEMPERATURE |%s 0 'C
Top L SETROINT [Edi SETROINT [Edi
Width 17
Height 17 oUTRUT 0% oUTRUT 0%
Desaiipion INTERNAL ALARM INTERNAL ALARM ¥
BkColor 192,192,192
Cursor [default)
Aszpetto stato OFF 11
Azpetto stato OM m
Background color 0128128
Led OM conditions MEWM Internal_Alarm,2

Two devices supervision template

To complete the template, insert now a BkBitmap object (background bitmap, @ ) previously created using any
graphic design software (for example Painf) and saved in project Bitmaps folder.
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Background bitmap inserting
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7. Winlog Pro code example

Now create the code function that allows showing the template at runtime startup.

In Code folder create a file and rename it Ma in; opening it, Code Builder starts.

& Projeck Manager

File Edit Miew Project Tools Help

=10l x|

& Ceramics Kiln - Forno per ceram Mo Mame

= Spinning machine - Impianto dil

S Test

[ Configuration

] Gatez

x
M ame
(] Template IMair‘
o7 Images
Ok I Cancel

1] i ©

Creazione di un file di codice

Code Builder is the Winlog Pro programming environment; we will use it only to define a function that will open

the main template at the application startup.

Copy and paste the following code:

// Function called at Winlog startup

Function void Main ()
#Startup

//*k*k*k~k~k*k*k*k*k~k~k~k***************************

// Open default page

//***************************************

TPageOpen ("Main") ;

end

To check syntax of the code use function Check syntax ( ).

Getting started - Creating a simple OPC Client support application

23



J¢ Files Edit Search Compile ‘Wwindow Help

=101 x|
=&

DB o ' ERe YR ?

If,f Function called at Winlog startup

Function void main()

#3tartup

nformation Y

D ) Mo errors Found

f/**#*ﬁ*ﬁ*****#é***ﬁ***ﬁﬁ**#é**#éﬁ***ﬁ***ﬁ**i
A4 Open default page
ff*f*éffééf*f*éfi*éfif*fff*éfff*fif*éfif*f*fi

TPRageCpen("Main™) ;

end -

1| | »
11 [ |Insert |Zvntax checking. .. i
Code syntax checking
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8. Project execution

Our example is complete.

Wire devices to the serial port; to run the project, in Project Manager select Execute. .. from Project
menu.

Now we are entering in the "run-time" phase that is application execution mode. Winlog Pro samples variables
from devices and processes results in graphical representations (trends and template) and in tabular representations
(reports and historical data).

At project startup, main template will appear automatically.

From Supervision menu you can display graphical trends; select menu item Charts. . . and define the group
of variables that you want to display as graphical trends.

Again in Supervision menu you can display both the online status (Status>Alarms. . .) and the story
(Historical>Alarms...) of all alarms that have been created with Gate Builder.
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